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04 January 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Happy New Year! I hope you have all managed to have a lovely Christmas. We are looking forward to 

welcoming our students back to the new term. Unfortunately, the situation with Omicron, the new 

COVID-19 variant, means that there are some measures that I need to update you on. We have 

received new guidance from the Department for Education which can be found using the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-

years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-

what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges 

We have reviewed our risk assessments in light of the new guidance and the increase in infection 

rates both nationally and locally and these can be found on the school website. I have outline below 

the measures that you need to be aware of. 

Face Coverings 

In line with the government’s guidance, students will now be required to wear face masks in 

classrooms, as well as in communal areas of the school, from the start of term unless they are 

medically exempt. Face coverings must also be worn on school and public transport. This is an 

important measure to reduce the risk of transmission within the school. Please ensure that your 

child brings a face covering to school. The guidance on face coverings will be reviewed on 

Wednesday 26 January. 

We only have a small stock of face masks for those students whose masks break during the day. At 

the end of last term, we saw a significant increase in the number of students coming to school 

without face coverings and asking for a face mask at Student Services. If this continues, we may run 

out of face masks. 

On-Site Lateral Flow Testing of Students 

All students have been offered a lateral flow test at school on their return to school. In light of 

Omicron being more transmissible, I would urge all parents and carers to take up this offer and 

agree to have their children tested. This will allow us to identify any students who are infectious at 

the start of term and reduce the risk of the virus being spread within the school.  

If you have not previously consented to your child being tested at school please email us at 

studenttesting@caldew.cumbria.sch.uk to arrange for your child to be tested. 

The new guidance says that even if someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 

days they are strongly advised to take part in the lateral flow testing programme both at school 

and at home. 

In order for us to be able to test all our students we have put in place a phased return. You were 

sent letters at the end of last term explaining when your child should return to school. These letters 
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can also be found on the school website. Work will be set for students via Firefly for the time their 

year group is at home. 

Twice Weekly Home Lateral Flow Testing 

Regular testing is vital in identifying people who have caught COVID-19 so that they do not come 

into school and pass it onto others. All students and staff should be doing lateral flow tests twice 

weekly at home. These should be done on a Monday and Thursday mornings, before school. This is 

important so that people test at the latest possible time before coming into school. New lateral flow 

test kits will be issued to students in the first week back. If you have run out of test kits, please 

contact the school.  

We do have an on-site testing station if you would prefer to have your child tested twice weekly at 

school. Please contact us if you would like to arrange this. 

If your child tests positive on a lateral flow test, they should self-isolate and you should arrange for 

them to have a PCR test.  

Anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19 must go for a PCR test. Doing a lateral flow test is not an 

alternative to the PCR for someone who has symptoms. 

Positive Cases 

Please inform us if your child has a positive lateral flow or PCR test. This can be done by emailing 

studenttesting@caldew.cumbria.sch.uk or contacting Mrs Richardson, Attendance Officer.  

As you maybe aware, the rules on self-isolation for people who have had a positive PCR result have 

changed. People can now take a lateral flow test on days 6 and 7 of their self-isolation period. These 

tests must be 24 hours apart. If both of these test results are negative and the person does not have 

a high temperature, they can return to school from day 8. Anyone who is unable to take the lateral 

flow tests will need to complete the full 10 days of isolation. 

We will continue to set remote education for any students who is self-isolating because of COVID-19. 

Contacts of Positive Cases 

I have attached a letter from Colin Cox, Director of Public Health Cumbria that explains the current 

guidance for people who are contacts of someone with COVID-19. 

Other Protective Measures 

We will continue to have our other protective measures in place. Please take this opportunity to talk 

to your child about the importance of the following: 

• Always wearing face coverings in the school building so that they cover both mouth and 

nose. 

• Cleaning hands regularly – when they enter and leave classrooms, the school building, and 

the dining room. We have plenty of hand sanitiser stations around the school. 

• Ventilation is vital in reducing the risk of the virus spreading – windows should be open as 

much as possible. We have turned the heating up and have portable heaters. Students 

should bring a coat to school, and they will be able to wear these in classrooms if they are 

cold. 

• The risk of catching the virus is significantly reduced outside. Students will be outside at 

breaks and lunchtime unless it is raining so they should bring a coat to school.  
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• Reduce mixing with others as much as possible – students should go straight to their form 

rooms when they arrive at school. Each year group has designated areas or rooms to use if it 

is raining.  

 

I know it is disappointing that we find ourselves in the position once again having to introduce more 

measures. As a school we want to do everything we can to keep our students and staff in school so 

that we can limit any further disruption to children’s education. You may have read in the press 

about the concerns regarding the number of people who may be off work due to the new variant 

and the impact this may have on schools. Schools have found it more difficult to find supply teachers 

to cover for absent teachers and finding specialists in some subjects is even more challenging. This 

means that it is vital that the protective measures we have in place are followed so that we can keep 

our staff in school. 

As we have done throughout the pandemic, we will do everything we can to make sure the school is 

safe for students, staff, and the wider community. Although COVID-19 is a milder disease in young 

people, we do have staff and students who are vulnerable, and we are conscious that people can 

take the virus home to vulnerable and elderly people. I have been very proud of how our students 

and staff have worked together and followed the measures to keep everyone safe and I am 

confident that we can continue to do this.   

 

Thank you in advance for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
 

Vicki Jackson 

Headteacher 

 

 


